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S U R F A C E  P R E P A R A T I O N

SURFACE PREPARATION FOR PASTED WALLPAPER

• Scrub the wall area you are covering with a stiff bristle brush to remove all dirt and loose material.

• Clean your walls, using a detergent or sugar soap solution to remove any grease or surface marks.  
Allow to dry thoroughly before applying  wall covering.

• Any holes, cracks or defects in the surface should be filled with good quality filler, smoothed out and 
allowed to dry. Make sure your wall is completely dry before continuing.

• New or unpainted walls must be sealed with a wallpaper primer or similar wall sealant.

SURFACE PREPARATION FOR SELF-ADHESIVE WALLPAPER

• Before applying, it is important to ensure that the surface is clean and dry. Clean the surface by using a 
warm, damp cloth on the surface and allow it to dry completely. It is important to ensure that all previ-
ous cleaning products are no longer present on the surface. 

• If you are applying it to a painted wall, it is recommended that the wall is primed to ensure that the 
paint will not peel off the wall. 

R E C O M M E N D E D  W A L L P A P E R  P A S T E

PASTE-THE-WALL PAPER: For best results use a quality pre-mixed “paste the wall” wallpaper paste, and 
follow the instructions on the pack.

SELF ADHESIVE PAPER: No paste required. Simply peel the back layer off to reveal the adhesive. 
 

A P P L Y I N G  T O  D I F F E R E N T  S U R F A C E S

UNCOATED ABSORBENT SURFACES:  Apply one coat of quality wallpaper primer, diluted 1 part primer  
to 3 parts clean water. Allow to dry thoroughly.

COATED ABSORBENT SURFACES: Multiple coats of paint may impair the porosity of the surface and affect 
adhesion. If you are in any doubt whatsoever, or if an oil-based paint has been used on the surface, please 
contact a professional decorator. If you are confident to proceed on your own, ensure all surfaces are dry 
and apply one coat of wallpaper primer, as per product instructions. Allow to dry thoroughly.

NON-ABSORBENT SURFACES: Very important! If the surface is cement or concrete or is unstable in any 
way, you should contact a professional decorator. Any filled, patched or absorbent areas should be made 
smooth and equalised in colour and absorbency with a similar pigmented oil-based paint.
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H A N G I N G  Y O U R  W A L L  C O V E R I N G

CREATE A START LINE & PLAN YOUR INSTALLATION

• The first “drop” of wallpaper is key as all others will align to it, so it is important to ensure it is “plumb” 
otherwise your wallpaper could look wonky. 

• Few walls are truly square or perfectly vertical. To overcome this, use a plumb line or spirit level and 
draw a vertical pencil line from ceiling to floor at a set distance from the left hand edge of your wall. A 
plumb line is a vertical straight line, from which you will hang the first “drop” of wallpaper against and 
ensure it is hangs straight down.

• From the left-hand corner of the wall you are about to decorate measure the width of your wallpaper 
roll and make a pencil mark to give you your starting point. 

• Use a plumb line or spirit level and draw a vertical pencil line from ceiling to floor at this starting point. 
Start hanging the the drop to the right side of this line, lining up the left edge of it to the plumb line.

• Once hung, then move onto the the next drop to the right of this one, making sure the pattern repeat 
or image is matching across the edge so the design continues seamlessly. 

• Once all other drops are hung, finally hang the far left hand panel, lining this up with the left hand 
edge of the plumb line. Trim any adges with a sharp knife and a metal ruler to get a clean, neat edge. 

PASTE-THE-WALL PAPER

• Apply undiluted wallpaper adhesive to the wall surface to be covered using a medium pile roller and a 
brush for cutting-in. 

• Apply the paste liberally but evenly to the wall, only pasting one drop area at a time. You can paste over 
the plumb line and make sure you apply paste a couple of centimetres wider than the wallpaper you are 
about to hang. This means you can hang the second “drop” of wallpaper without worrying about applying 
paste over the first “drop”.

• Use a paint brush to add paste at the top of the wall, around sockets, or just above the skirting. This will 
ensure even coverage in difficult areas and avoid the wallpaper “lifting” when dry.

• The wallpaper can be hung dry from the roll, lining up with the plumb line for the first drop, and pattern 
matching any subsequent drops so they line up with the first one. 

• As you hang from the roll lightly brush into place as you go down. Ensure that the paper is in the correct 
position and is vertically correct before brushing down the paper with a smoothing brush from the centre 
to the edges of the roll, removing any air bubbles and lightly pushing the paper to the wall using a smooth 
up-and-down motion.

• Take care not to squeeze the adhesive out at the edges or press too hard.

• Avoid getting any adhesive on the front face of the wallpaper. If you do, wipe off immediately with a 
damp sponge and dry the surface with a soft cloth.

• Cut the excess paper at the top and bottom with a knife or wallpaper scissors.

SELF-ADHESIVE WALLPAPER

• Start at the top of the roll to be applied and pull down approximately four to six inches of the backer 
and crease it.



W A L L P A P E R  H A N G I N G  G U I D E

W W W . M I M I A N D B L O O M . C O . U K

• Apply the exposed adhesive to the desired surface slowly to avoid air bubbles, following the plumb line 
guide.

• Once the beginning segment is level and in the proper position, continue applying the roll in four to six 
inch increments, smoothing as you go.

• It may be helpful to have multiple people applying it. It is suggested that one person helps pull and 
crease the backer while another slowly works on adhering the wallpaper. 

• If any air bubbles or wrinkles appear after applying segments, peel the desired area back and gently 
reapply with a soft, felt-sided squeegee to remove bubbles.

• Note that the installer should not press too hard with the squeegee. It is recommend-ed to squeegee 
at a 45 degree angle with overlapping, firm strokes. An air release tool may be used to pop stubborn air 
pockets.

• The use of a blow dryer may help to soften the adhesive for easy removal from surfaces like painted 
walls.

• We do not advise installation of Self-Adhesive Wallpaper, over untreated dry wall or drywall that has not 
been primed or there may be some peeling of the drywall upon removal of the Self-Adhesive Wallpaper 
material.

• On any surface, we suggest removing Self-Adhesive Wall-paper slowly, at a 180 degree angle (pulling 
straight back against the material versus up) to minimize the tension against the surface. 

HOW TO WALLPAPER AROUND SOCKETS AND SWITCHES

•     Switch off the mains power in your home before starting. Unscrew the socket and pull away from the 
wall a centimetre.

•     Paste the wall as previously and smooth the wallpaper into place.

•     When the wallpaper meets the socket try to hang the paper over it. The socket will protrude under 
the paper. Mark the four corners of the socket on the paper and score an “X” diagonally joining the corners 
and taking care not to damage the faceplate of the socket.

•     Using your knife or scissors cut along the two lines that form the “X” and peel back from the centre 
point to reveal the socket underneath.

•     You should now have 4 upstanding triangles on each edge. These can be cut down and any excess 
paper can be pushed behind the socket fitting to ensure a seamless finish. The socket can then be screwed 
back down.

A F T E R C A R E

• Should your Wallpaper become dirty, wipe clean with a sponge and mild, soapy water. Clean only when 
necessary, and use as little moisture as possible. Do not rub hard: the inks will not run, but a gap in the 
paper may become apparent.

Disclaimer: Once the wallpaper has been applied to the wall, the product is deemed as used and  
cannot be claimed as faulty due to variations in mounting, adhesives, handling, and local environment 
(including humidity, heat, weathering or mold). Once you decide to cover the wall, we cannot be held 
liable for the alterations to the wall that are encountered when preparing or pasting your product. It is 
extremely rare that anything unusual should happen, but we are here to advise if there is anything you 
need to discuss after installation.


